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Dr. Frank Hope

1.0 FORMAL DETAILS.

1.1 My name is Dr. Frank Hope and I am currently 57 years of age. I am an
independent Arboricultural Consultant based at Chestnut House, Northside,
Thorney, Peterborough. The practice specialises in arboriculture, urban
forestry, biological sciences and project management. I have advised many
major clients during the past thirty years, for example, Sainsburys, Midland
Bank, Alfred McAlpine, P&O, Ministry of Defence, Environment Agency,
Local Authorities, Insurance Companies and Loss Adjusters.




1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

For five years (April 1998 to April 2003), I acted for the Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) as an Inspecting Officer on Tree
Preservation Order Appeals. This provided me with a detailed insight into
this topic.

In addition to having a doctorate and masters degree in Biological Sciences
(research on woody plants), I hold the National Diploma in Arboriculture
(RFS) which is the foremost practical British qualification in trees and their
management. | also hold numerous general horticultural qualifications, the
most notable of which is the Master of Horticulture (RHS).

I am a professional member of the International Society of Arboriculture, a
Fellow of the Arboricultural Association, and a Fellow of the Institute of
Groundsmanship. [ am a past member of the education committee of the
Arboricultural Association, past vice Chairman of the East Anglian Branch,
and am a past member of the governing council. I am also a past member of
the governing body of the East of England Show.

During 1997 I was one of three people commissioned by the Arboricultural
Association to develop a computerised model capable of assessing the
future risk of subsidence damage to buildings when trees are growing close-
by.

For further detail on my qualifications and experience see Appendix -A-.

AUTHORITY AND BRIEF.

The authority for this commission was provided by Ms. Suzanne Toben, of
DLP Planning Ltd., in the form of a letter, dated the 13" of December 2006.

The objectives of this commission are to:

inspect the trees growing within the grounds of Cherry Tree Grove,
Cymbeline Way, Colchester;

discuss the implications of any legal protection of the trees;

describe the overall condition and age of the trees, and assess their safe life
expectancy;



